M4-M5 Link - Geotechnical investigations
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Drilling rig used to collect samples to
produce a geological profile of the area. The rig size
may vary depending on the ground condition and the
drilling depth size. It is generally up to 10m high.

Small diameter boreholes are created to take
samples below ground up to 15cm in diameter.

The rig can drill to varying depths
depending on the type of investigation.
The process can take up to one week. On completion
the area is restored to its original condition.

WestConnex is part of the NSW Government’s vision for supporting Sydney’s growing
population and keeping our economy strong. The M4-M5 Link will connect the extended
M4 Motorway at Haberfield with the New M5 in St Peters, easing congestion on Victoria
Road and City West Link and improving local connections across the inner west.
Geotechnical investigations are undertaken to understand
the physical properties of soil and rock around a site to
develop a broad geological profile of the area, informing
the project design and possible underground tunnel
routes. These investigations are a normal part of planning
for any road project and can be undertaken before
planning approval.

Standard hours of work
Wherever possible the sites are selected to reduce
impact to road users, residents and pedestrians. Work
at each location is generally undertaken during normal
construction hours, which are:

●● Monday to Friday, 7am to 6pm
●● Saturday, 8am to 1pm
●● Generally, no work on Sundays or public holidays.
The work usually takes about a week to complete, weather
permitting. To ensure the safety of motorists and workers,
there may be times where we will need to carry out
investigations at night when there is less traffic. We will
advise residents before any night time activities.
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Tomorrow’s Sydney
In the next 10 years, another million people will call
Sydney home. The Australian and NSW governments
are building the infrastructure now to support
Tomorrow’s Sydney. This includes an integrated
transport solution of public transport and critical
road infrastructure.
WestConnex is one of the flagship projects in
delivering Tomorrow’s Sydney. It will widen and
extend the M4, double the capacity of the M5 and
join them together to form a new continuous, free
flowing motorway with connections to the future
Western Harbour Tunnel and Beaches Link, as well
as the airport and port. It will also enable motorists
from the west to bypass the CBD on their way to the
northern suburbs.
WestConnex will provide relief to the hundreds of
thousands of road users struggling in traffic every
day, and connect them to their jobs, homes, families,
sports and friends.
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What do geotechnical investigations
involve?
Geotechnical investigations are carried out in areas
where detailed information on the ground conditions isn’t
already available.
Geotechnical investigations involve:

●● Identifying underground services and utilities and
marking out locations for each borehole

●● Setting up a safe work area with appropriate
environmental controls

●● Traffic and pedestrian management to ensure the safety
of motorists, residents and workers, where required

●● Collecting soil and rock samples.
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Survey
We are also carrying out survey investigations which
are an important part of the early planning phase of the
M4-M5 Link. The information collected will help to define
property boundaries, identify building locations and
measure heights above sea level.

Keeping you informed
We are committed to keeping you informed and will
provide regular information on the M4-M5 Link through
direct mail and email notifications, community updates,
local papers and face-to-face activities.
You can also contact the WestConnex info line on
1800 660 248, email: info@westconnex.com.au or visit
westconnex.com.au/m4-m5link for more information.

Minimising impact
Local residents are notified about geotechnical
investigations in their immediate area before work starts.
Every effort is made to minimise the impact of
work, including:

●● Using non-tonal reversing beepers on all vehicles
●● Turning off equipment and vehicles when not in use
●● Traffic control and pedestrian management to ensure
the safety of motorists, residents and workers.
Access to residential properties is maintained at all times.
All worksites are also restored to their previous condition.
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