New M5 - Protecting our community and the environment

WestConnex is committed to protecting our
community and the environment.
An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is
being prepared, which will detail all the
potential impacts of the New M5 and the
proposed approach to managing them. The EIS
will be released later this year for public
comment.

Assessing the project
The New M5 is being assessed as State Significant
Infrastructure under Part 5.1 of the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act 1979.
The Department of Planning and Environment has issued
Secretary’s Environmental Assessment Requirements
(SEARs), outlining the issues that need to be addressed
in the EIS.
The EIS will outline the key features of the New M5 and
assess any potential environmental or social impacts
during both construction and operation. Importantly, the
EIS also outlines recommended measures to minimise
and manage potential impacts.
The EIS will be lodged with the NSW Department of
Planning and Environment later this year and the public
will be invited to provide comments and make
submissions at that time.
The EIS will be available on the Department of Planning
and Environment website and hard copies will also be
available. We will advise the community and stakeholder
about the options for viewing the EIS when it is released.

Air quality
The New M5 tunnels will be wider, flatter and higher than
the existing M5 East tunnels, allowing better air
circulation through the tunnels, diluting emissions. To
support this design, we have identified three potential
sites for ventilation facilities:
●● just west of Kingsgrove Road, near Kingsgrove
business area and the current M5
●● at the midway tunnelling point, on government-owned
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land currently occupied by Kogarah Golf Course in
Arncliffe
●● in St Peters at the site previously occupied by
Alexandria Landfill
Because the New M5 is so close to Sydney Airport and
flight paths, we are working with the Civil Aviation Safety
Authority (CASA) and the Department of Planning and
Environment to ensure our solution meets with CASA
requirements whilst still meeting stringent air quality
criteria.
Our ventilation system will be designed to achieve the
world’s most stringent air quality criteria – both in the
tunnel and for the areas surrounding the facilities. The
NSW Department of Planning and Environment will
review the EIS and consider advice from other agencies
when setting conditions of approval in relation to the
tunnel ventilation system.

Environmental Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
The Environment Protection and Biodiversity
Conservation Act 1999 (the EPBC Act) is the Australian
Government’s central piece of environmental legislation.
It provides a legal framework to protect and manage
nationally and internationally important flora, fauna,
ecological communities and heritage places.
WestConnex has identified some plants and wildlife listed
in the EPBC Act that may be impacted by the New M5.
Accordingly, in mid-July we submitted a referral to the
Federal Department of the Environment. Some of the key
features of the referral are provided below, and we expect
a response in August 2015.

The Green and Golden Bell Frog
As part of the original M5 East project opened in 2001,
Roads and Maritime Services provided breeding ponds
for the Green and Golden Bell Frog on government
owned land occupied by Kogarah Golf Club in Arncliffe.
Roads and Maritime has successfully managed these
ponds for more than a decade.
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A construction site adjacent to this area is proposed to
support tunnelling. We have designed the proposed
construction area to avoid the breeding ponds and
maintain foraging land for the frogs, and we will adhere
to any management measures required as part of the
project approval.

Cooks River/Castlereagh Ironbark
Forest vegetation
WestConnex is preparing a Biodiversity Assessment
Report for the New M5 in accordance with the
Framework for Biodiversity Assessment (OEH 2014) and
the NSW Biodiversity Offsets Policy for Major Projects
(OEH 2014). This assessment will address the proposed
impacts and mitigation measures (including offsets) for
the Cooks River/Castlereagh Ironbark Forest vegetation.
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For more information
For more information on the assessment process for
State Significant Infrastructure, see the Department of
Planning and Environment website.
For more information on the New M5 or WestConnex,
visit westconnex.com.au or call 1300 660 248.

