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Managing hazardous materials
As part of the New M5 project, some existing buildings and structures will be removed at construction
sites in Kingsgrove and St Peters. In some instances, these activities will require the removal of
hazardous materials.
What hazardous materials might be
present?

Lead

It is common to find hazardous materials in
older buildings.

Lead is a hazardous metal commonly found in
paint, plumbing and lead glass windows.

The main hazardous materials that may be
present in buildings are asbestos, lead,
Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) and
synthetic mineral fibres.

Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs)

Asbestos
Asbestos was widely used in a range of
buildings and construction materials up until
1987. There are two main types of asbestos:




Bonded asbestos. This is the most
commonly found asbestos in the built
environment. It is interwoven within
materials such as cement or resin binder
and, under normal circumstances, is
unlikely to become airborne. Examples
include roofing materials, ceiling tiles, floor
tiles, cement sheeting, gutters, rainwater
pipes and water tanks.
Non-bonded asbestos. This type of
asbestos can be crumbled or reduced to
powder by hand pressure when dry and is
easier to release into the air when
disturbed. Examples include insulation
around pipes and electrical equipment and
sprayed insulation.

PCBs are a set of persistent organic chemicals
commonly found in electrical work.
Synthetic mineral fibres
Synthetic mineral fibres are commonly found in
insulation and air conditioning ducts.
How are hazardous materials identified?
Hazardous material surveys are undertaken in
all buildings before property clearing and
removal starts. The surveys are completed by
qualified hygienists and involve identifying any
hazardous materials present in the building.
The hygienists then register the material in
accordance with legislative and regulatory
requirements and prepare control measures so
the material can be safely removed.
If potentially hazardous material is encountered
during the work that has not been previously
identified, work is immediately stopped so the
material can be further assessed.

How are hazardous materials managed?
Building removal will be undertaken in stages,
with the first stage of work involving the careful
removal and/or treatment of hazardous
materials.
The New M5 project works with the
Environment Protection Authority (EPA) and
SafeWork NSW to ensure management and
removal of hazardous materials is carried out
in accordance with the relevant environmental
and health obligations and legislative
requirements.
What safety measures will be in place?
The inspection, identification, testing and
management of hazardous material is
undertaken by appropriately qualified
hygienists, assessors and licenced contractors.

The safety of the public and our workers is our
utmost priority. Safety procedures implemented
during the removal of hazardous material will
include:
 air quality monitoring
 installing signs, barriers and temporary
fencing around areas containing hazardous
materials
 monitoring of asbestos removal by a
hygienist
 using water sprays to supress dust
 registering, removing, treating and
disposing of the hazardous material in
accordance with relevant environmental
and health and legislative requirements.
For more information
If you would like further information about the
management and removal of hazardous
materials, please call 1800 660 248 and ask to
speak to a member of the New M5 community
engagement team or email
info@newm5.com.au.

